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There was no objection.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROHRABACHER) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 390, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:

Concurrent resolution expressing the sense
of the Congress regarding Taiwan’s partici-
pation in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, |
offer a resolution (H. Res. 608) and ask
unanimous consent for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REsS. 608

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure: Mr. Martinez of California;

Committee on Armed Services: Mrs. Wil-
son of New Mexico.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEKAS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CARDIN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CAMPBELL)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CAMPBELL addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PETER-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. WISE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WISE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
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MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is
for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

recognized

THE STATE OF AMERICA’S
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from lowa
(Mr. GANSKE) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, | first
want to thank the Speaker for the
hours that he has spent in the chair for
these special orders. The gentleman
has gone above and beyond the call of
duty to be present to enable Members
to address the House for these special
orders, and | want to personally thank
the Chair.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GuUT-
KNECHT), and | will be talking about an
important issue for the agricultural
community. | rise today to address an
issue that should concern all Ameri-

cans, the state of our agricultural
economy.

Our farmers and livestock producers
are faced with another year of

daunting economic prospects. Just yes-
terday, Mr. Speaker, Agriculture Sec-
retary Glickman reported the U.S. had
distributed a record $28 billion in direct
financial assistance to American farm-
ers and ranchers during fiscal year
2000, $28 billion. This represents up to
50 percent of on-farm cash income. This
is significant and should open our eyes
to what is happening to American agri-
culture.

When | listen to farmers in my dis-
trict, | hear several messages as they
try to explain the causes of the eco-
nomic situation. Many say that we
need to address the issue of additional
export markets, and | fully agree, and
I applaud this Congress for passing
monumental trade legislation and
opening the door to the potential rep-
resented by over 1 billion China citi-
zens when we passed in this Congress
permanent normal trade relations with
China.

But | also hear from my farmers
fears that they are being squeezed out
of business by large agricultural cor-
porations. Over the past several years,
we have watched as agribusiness after
agribusiness has consolidated its oper-
ations, merged with its competitors,
and created yet an even larger com-
pany, dramatically tilting the playing
field to the potential disadvantage of
the family farmer.

The meat industry may be the best
example of concentration run rampant,
with concentration and vertical inte-
gration in the packing industry mak-
ing it difficult for small producers to
get a fair shake.

In today’s livestock markets, four
companies, four companies, slaughter
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